ANS Correspondence 


“ 


15th June, 1929 


re. Otto lM. Ridiits, 
Hew Rochelle, MN. Y. 


Dear lirs. “idlita: 


When the report of our 
Curator was read at the meeting of the 
Council of the American Numismatic 
Society held yesterday, a vote of thanks 
was ordered recorded upon the )tinutes 
and it was suggested that you might be 
interested in knowing that the Curator 
reperted that 212 of the coins from the 


-—-« @ollection of Mr.Fidlitz given you 
_ were new to our collection and % 


upwards of 100 more were in better con- 
dition than the specimens we had. You 
will see that your gift is, therefore, 
@ very degirable addition to the re- 
sources of our liuseum, and I take 


advantage of this opportunist again to 


express my appreciation of your thought 


. \ Very sincerely yours, 


President 


VLLU IM. DIV h, 


NOTED BUILDER, DIES 


Firm He Headed Constructed 
Many Famous Buildings 
Throughout Country. 


HONORED BY ROOSEVELT 


Appointed Tenement House Com- 
missioner by Him—Had Impor- 
tant Position in War Work, 


Otto Mare Widlitz, President of 
Mare Eidiitz & Son, constructors 
of many notable buildings in this 
country, died yesterday morning at 
Presbyterian Hospital. He had been 
Nl a week of a stomach disorder. He 
was 68 years old, 


Mr. Eidlitz was born into the 
bullding industry in which he was 
to win national prominence. He was 
the son of Marc BHidlitz and Mathilde 
Sohr Widlitz, and was born in New 
York on Sept. 18, 1860. Both his 
mother and father had come from 
Prague, Bohemia, to New York, the 
father in 1847 and the mother two 
years later, 

The son graduated from Public 
School 40, Jater studied at the Col- 
lege of the City of New York and 
graduated as a civil engineer from 
Cornell University in 1881, 

Mr. Eildlitz then entered the con- 
tracting business with his father, but 
resumed his studies for a brief period 
at Cornell nine years later. ‘The, 
young man learned every phase of 
the building business under his 
father’s direction, and. on the death 
of Mare Widlitz in 1892, he became 
the head of the firm of Mare Wid- 
litz & Son. His brother, Robert 
James, was associated with him in 
the business. 


Monuments He Left. 


My. Widlitz, through his company, 
was responsible for many of the 
best-known buildings of New York. 
Those included the Manhattan, Bel- 
mont and St. Regis hotels, the New 
Theatre, Iater known as the Cen- 
tury; fhe Clearing House, the Em- 
pire Building, the Washington Life 
Building, the stores of B. Altman & 
Co., Arnold Constable & Co. and 
Lord & Taylor, a dozen large banks, 
the J. P. Morgan Building, the 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research, the American Telephone 
and Telegravh Building, the Bank- 
ers’ Trust Building and many hos- 
pitals and fine private residences. 
The Harkness Memorial Quadrangle 
Dormitories of Yale were also con- 
structed by him, and his firm, in 
his father’s day, built the Metropoll- 
tan Opera House, 

The business was Incorporated at 
the time of Mare Widlitz’s death, with 
Otto Bidlitz as President, an office 
which he retained until he died. 

Mr. Eldiitz also was a trustee of 
the Bank for Savings and a, director 
fn several Jarge financial houses. 


Activa In Pubtie Affairs. 


My. Widlitz had Jong been active in 
public affairs, In 1900 he was ap- 
pointed Tenement House Conmission- 
er hy Governor Roosevelt. In 1909 
he became a member of the Comimis- 
slon for Investigating Employers’ 
Liability, Safety Appliances and the 
Cause and Ziffect of Unemployment 
in the State of New York. In 1912 
he was a member of the Board of 
Arbitration in tho controversy hbe- 
tween fifty-two railroads east of Chi- 
exgo and the Brotherhood of Locu- 
motive Mngineers, 

He was a “dollar a year man” dur- 
ing the war, and severa) important 
commissions were entrusted to hin. 
Chief of these appointments was the 
chairmanship of a committee to In- 
vestigate lack of housing for muni- 
tions workers, shipyard workers and 
other help at the new plants making 
war materials, His work in this re- 
sulted In his being appointed Presi- 
deut of the United States Housing 
Corporation {n July, 1918. This ecor- 
poration planned some sixty housing 
projects, twenty-seven of which were 
carried to completion. 


Hend nf Einvineers Sovioty. 


Mr. Hidlitz also served on the 
Helght of Buildings Commission of 
the City of New York in 1915 and 
1916 and was Chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the Building Trades 
Employers’ Ausociation in 1903-1905. 
He was President of the Mason 
Builders’ Association of New York in 
1900-1904. He also was a member of 
tho American Society of Civil En- 

ineers, the American Society for 

esting Materials and the Clyle Fed- 
eration, and was actively identlifed 
with the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History and the Fine Arts 
Soclety. 

Mr, Widlitz marvied in 1881 Miss 
Anna Moy Thomas of Ohio. The fam- 
ily home here was at 787 Fifth 
Avenue, 


FheNew ork Fimes 


